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Thomas Morley’s song  “Now is the Month of Maying”(1595) paints a 
lovely scene in May. The first two verses transport us to a Spring time that is 
filled with music, friendships and harmony:

Now is the month of Maying, 
When merry lads are playing, fa la

Each with his bonny
Lass A’Dancing on the grass. Fa la.

The Spring, clad all in gladness,
Doth Laugh at WInter’s sadness, fa la.

And to the bagpipe’s sound
The nymphs tread out the ground. Fa la.

For us in Southern California, we can certainly enjoy such beautiful weather, scenery and 
outdoor activities. One can say, even April was furnished with such serenity and beauty as well. 
Our chapter focused on the Scholarship auditions that drew the largest number of applicants. The 
committee narrowed the eligible list to 26 and the day started at 9:30am and ended closer 3:00pm. 
Seventeen received monetary scholarship with four top winners: 

1st place: Moises Lopez, baritone (El Camino), 2nd place: Eric Calderon, alto saxophone 
(CSUDH), 3rd place: Daniel Chavez, flute (CSULB), 4th place: Karol Espinoza, soprano (CSULB)  
Judges chose to give out many smaller awards as incentives as well. A complete list of awardees and 
the scholarship naming (as proposed by David Champion), is attached below.

A shout out to the judges who served at a feverish pace: Lorna Katz, Alexis Ramirez, LaVerne 
M McCoy and Jose Torres. It was also a joy for me to serve as the welcoming representative & hear, 
through the closed doors, all the talented auditionees. Janelle Catbagan sent a follow-up email 
informing each winner & thanking the others who auditioned. 

At our April board meeting, it was decided that our Virtual General April Meeting will be 
moved to Sunday May 3rd, @4:00pm. Our resident composer, Lorna Katz, soon to complete her 
doctorate from UCRiverside, will feature her compositions. Please consult the flyer below with the 
zoom link attached & I look forward to seeing you all this coming Sunday. Let us celebrate this 
month of Maying with Music, Friendship & Harmony.

Musically,
Dr. Joanna Medawar Nachef 

President 

President’s Message

Dr. Joanna Medawar Nachef



Congratulations to Our Scholarship Winners!

Moises Lopez 
Lopez

Bass-
Baritone

$1,250 Patrons Scholarship

Eric Calderon Alto 
Saxophone

$1,000 David Witherspoon Memorial 
Scholarship

Daniel Chavez Flute $750 Pearl Kim Award

Karol Espinoza Soprano $500 Ruth Cuccia Memorial 
Scholarship

Abby Roseberry Mezzo-
Soprano

$500 Darlene Vlasek Memorial 
Scholarship

Natalia Colvin Soprano $500 Barbara Hammer Memorial 
Scholarship

Samuel Price Piano $500 Eunee Yee Piano Scholarship
Hanna Stelter Flute $200 Patrons Scholarship

Isaiah Williams Tenor  $200 Patrons Scholarship

Arturo Andrade Trombone $200 Patrons Scholarship

Martha Moya Soprano $200 Patrons Scholarship

Itzel Perez Soprano $200 Patrons Scholarship
Elizabeth (Ellie) 
Woodard

Soprano $200 Patrons Scholarship

Ivan Vallecillos Piano $200 Patrons Scholarship
Moises 
Hernandez

Guitar $200 Patrons Scholarship

Jacob Handzlik Flute $200 Patrons Scholarship

Courtney Shin Mezzo-
Soprano

$200 Patrons Scholarship



Social Media

visit our website: 
www.muphipvsouthbay.org

SERV Hours
Report your hours:
Log in to MPE
Having trouble accessing 
your account? 
Send an email to 
executiveoffice@
muphiepsilon.org

Upcoming Dates
Sunday, May 3rd @4pm
Virtual General Meeting
Wednesday, May 20th
Virtual Board Meeting
Monday, June 1st
SERV Report Deadline

SERV Deadline
Do not forget that the deadline 

for all SERV hours is on June 1st! 
Please log all of your hours as soon 

as you can.

Mu Phi Epsilon
Palos Verdes/South Bay Alumni

Virtual General Meeting

Featuring compositions
by Lorna Katz

Sunday, May 3 at 4pm

Appreciating Music of the Future

Zoom Link

http://www.instagram.com/muphipvsouthbay
http://www.facebook.com/muphipvsouthbay
http://www.muphipvsouthbay.org
https://mpe.memberclicks.net/serv-information
mailto:executiveoffice%40muphiepsilon.org?subject=Having%20issues%20logging%20in%20to%20account
mailto:executiveoffice%40muphiepsilon.org?subject=Having%20issues%20logging%20in%20to%20account
http://https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89186547548?pwd=ybwmlAEvnlwzXu8aTLEqNXO3R8dibW.1%20https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89186547548?pwd=ybwmlAEvnlwzXu8aTLEqNXO3R8dibW.1




Chapter Recital
Saturday, May 2, 2026
7:30pm

Marvin Laser Recital Hall
(LCH A103)


